HAaralson ’ Besin of Eincation

Ellis Goldin

April 27, 2000

Director of Food Distribution Division
3101 Park Center Drive
Alexandria, VA 22302

Dear Sir:

I am writing regarding the USDA’S “Proposal for Change” of February 14, 2000, regarding the
 re-engineering of the Food Distribution Program. My school district is in support of the program
asit is. We feel the change will severely affect our program. - : ‘

Of particular concern to us is the use of commercial labels. How will we know if we have our

- full allotment of USDA foods? How will managers in individual schools be able to distinguish
USDA foods from purchased foods? How can we determine the monetary contribution of USDA
foods to the meal service when we can not tell whether or not they are using USDA foods? Ifwe
lo’sd?ﬂkabilitytoidemifyﬁwmwnuﬁmﬁonofUSDAqustothemalservice,couldthis -
jeop{udizeornegaﬁvdyﬁnpactprogramﬁmd@meivedhﬁo«omwhoolsymm?
Also of concern, if commercial labels are used how will we be assured of domestic foods being

" used. This leads to product safety questions. Imported foods may not be as safe as domestic

foods. Mbeefﬁ‘omEnglmdindstmwbmﬁesﬁomArgmimwmmfe.) :

o

auﬁmmnesnatxonwﬂe I feel we need more information before changes are made. Ifa changeis
mc@suy,mrﬁdiﬁrktsshoﬁﬁbechsmmﬂpibtmgmﬂnﬂdbeeﬁabﬁshedﬁratd
_year period. meﬂ:ermks,aprogmmofchangeoouidhebétmimmm&,seﬂm'
progmmacrossthecomtrywouidnotbenegativelyhnpaﬁted. ) \
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SchpolNuﬁitionDhector
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